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A Guide to Researching Your Greene County Historic Property 

Are you interested in an old house and want to know its story, who lived there, and whether the former owners played an im-

portant role in local history?  Maybe youôre just interested in learning about the architectural style of the house and understanding 

how the neighborhood developed.   If so, this is a guide to help you begin to unravel the story behind your historic property. 

 

Tracing the chain of ownership for any property requires a great deal of detective work so be prepared to spend some time exam-

ining records.  With a little patience and perseverance, you can write the story of your house.  

 

 

 

 

 

Where to Begin? 

 

Before you begin your research, determine whether the information that youôre looking for 

has already been compiled. If someone has already completed the research, you may find a copy at the Greene County Room in 

the Xenia Community Library. If the house is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, you know the research was al-

ready completed as part of the nomination process.  Information regarding historical homes in Ohio can be found online at http://

ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/portal/historicpreservation-p.shtml.  

 

If youôre only interested in establishing a rough estimate of the age of your house, a quick examination of the house and its archi-

tectural style may provide answers.  (See additional resources for books on recognizing architectural styles.) By recognizing the 

style of the house, you can ñusuallyò estimate the year that it was built within ten to thirty years of the actual construction date. 
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1. Deed Research 

In order to trace the history of the property, you will need to build the chain of title, beginning with the current property owner.  The 

Greene County Recorderôs Office has more recent deeds electronically indexed. You will need to contact the Greene County Record-

erôs Office directly to determine which deeds are electronically indexed.  Some of the original deed records are also in the Greene 

County Recorderôs Office.   

Working backwards from the present owner, make a complete list of the owners and their years of ownership. Keep in mind that this 

research, based on legal records, will provide you with the property owner, not necessarily the propertyôs occupants. Be sure to take 

detailed notes; you will need to reference this chain-of-title list when you begin to examine tax records. 

Deeds are the legal proof of property ownership and are indexed according to the name of the Grantee (the purchaser) and the Gran-

tor (the seller) in index books. Reverse indexes are organized by the Granteeôs name and Direct indexes are organized by the Gran-

torôs name. When you examine the deed, note the legal description of the property.  The legal description is different from the mail-

ing address and includes a reference to a section, township, and range, or a Military Survey number, or a lot number. 

Virginia Military Lands: The eastern part of Greene County was part of the original Virginia Military Survey and to this day is re-

ferred to as the Virginia Military District.  This land was given as payment to those who served in the Revolutionary War.  If the 

property that youôre researching sits on military land, the original owner of the plot will be documented on each and every deed.  If 

the property is east of the Little Miami River, the location of the property will be described using the Virginia Military Survey 

(VMS) number.   

Between the Miamis: The western part of Greene County is known as the Land Between the Miamis due to its location between the 

Little and the Great Miami rivers.  Property west of the Little Miami River will be described using a Range, Township, and Section 

(RTS) number.  Between the Miamis is also sometimes called United States land or Congress land. 

It is important to read the deeds carefully to ensure that you donôt miss valuable clues. Be sure that the legal description refers to the 

property you are researching, since many people have owned and sold numerous properties over the course of their lifetime.  In addi-

tion to the legal property description, deeds also provide you with the grantor and granteeôs names, the names of their spouses, the 

amount of the sale, and references to prior deed records.  Also, the deed may provide information regarding the relationship between 

grantor and grantee, dates of birth, marriage, death of owners and other associated individuals, as well as information about buildings 

on the property.  All of these clues will assist you in telling the story of your house. 



2. Auditorôs Duplicates   

Auditorôs Tax Duplicates (the Real Estate Tax Lists) can provide information regarding the annual value, for property tax purposes, 

of a particular property. 

If you have already found architectural or other reliable evidence of the approximate building date (e.g., ñthe 1880sò) you can con-

fine your research to a few years (e.g., 1880-1890). Keep in mind that property values have always fluctuated based on the economy 

of the time.  That means that an increase in value does not always indicate the addition of a building or an addition to existing struc-

tures. A significant increase (i.e., more than 50% in one year) in annual value for property tax purposes can be evidence of construc-

tion or improvements in the year prior to the year in which the change in value was recorded. (Look for Value of Improvements, and 

perhaps a notation such as Brick House.)  The tax records will also note if the property was transferred to another individual at any 

point in the tax year.  

You can compare the tax records to the chain of title to determine whether the property owner and person who paid taxes on the 

property are one and the same.  Depending on the township and/or town that you are researching, you may find that tax records prior 

to a certain date only record the lot as a part of the township, section, and range in which the property is located.  This can make 

identifying your property a bit tricky because you do not have the exact lot number to ensure you are looking at the correct property. 

Early tax records, from 1800-1838, and microfilm copies, are also available at the Ohio Historical Society, in Columbus. 

 

3. Looking Beyond the Property Records 

Once you have traced the chain of title and determined the year your home was built, you may be interested in 

finding out some information about the people who once lived there.  In order to do this you will need to look 

further than the property records.  There are a number of sources that can provide you with clues to both the his-

tory of the house and its occupants. Resources such as census records, newspaper articles, court records, obituar-

ies, as well as wills and estates can give you a glimpse into the lives of the prior occupants of your home.   These 

resources are available to you through a number of Greene County Offices. 



 

4. Useful Records and Where to Find Them 

Greene County Auditorôs Office 

¶ Online property search--This online tool allows you to search for properties based on a variety of criteria and to view pertinent 

real estate data.  Search criteria include Owners name, Address, Parcel ID, and Sales information. 

¶ Auditorôs Duplicates--There are more recent tax records available in the Greene County Auditorôs Office. 

Greene County Recorderôs Office 

¶ Deed records--Some of the original deed records are available in the Greene County Recorderôs Office. 

¶ Deed Indexes--Some of the original Direct index records and Reverse index records are available in the Greene County Record-

erôs Office. 

¶ Plat books--Plat books provide you with the original map of a town.  These maps show the lot numbers, dimensions of the lot, 

and street names.  Keep in mind that the names of the streets may have changed over time.  Updates and changes are also often 

documented in the plat books. 

GIS Office (Geographic Information Services) 

¶ Property maps--An online tool that provides maps of Greene County properties.  These maps may include the property address, 

dimensions, lot number, aerial view, and other property indicators. 

¶ County Road Maps--Views of both the front and back of this map are available online.  The front side provides names of major 

County roads, Greene County statistics, road mileage, climate, and local parks, schools, and other attractions. The back side of 

this map provides detailed road information for major towns within Greene County.  

¶ County Tax Maps--These maps are a modern illustration of property, including outlines of build-

ings, street names, township and section borders, and GPS coordinates. 

¶ Greene County GIS Public Access System--Available in the GIS Office, this tool allows you to 

print off a variety of maps, in full color, providing you a wealth of information regarding the prop-

erty you are researching. 



Greene County Records Center & Archives 

 

¶ Deed Records--Many of the original Deed records are located in the Greene County 

Records Center and Archives.  Microfilm copies of the deed records are also available in 

the Greene County Records Center and Archives.   

¶ Deed Indexes--Some of the original Direct index records and original Reverse index 

records are located in the Greene County Records Center and Archives. Microfilm cop-

ies of the Direct indexes and Reverse indexes are also available in the Greene County 

Records Center and Archives.   

¶ Auditorôs Duplicate Records--The original Auditorôs Duplicates (tax records), can be located in the Greene County Records 

Center and Archives. 

¶ Engineersô Maps--These maps provide you with a visual illustration of the property that you are researching.  These maps may 

also include township, section, and range markers. 

¶ Death Records--Death records from 1870 to1909 are available in the Greene County Records Center and Archives. These rec-

ords can provide information regarding the date and cause of death, marital status at time of death, date of birth, and occupation 

at time of death. Death records after 1909 are available at the Greene County Combined Health District. 

¶ Will and Estate Records--These records can provide you with the value of the property, changes in property ownership, family 

relationships, and clues to other potential sources. 

¶ Common Pleas Court Records--These records can provide you with insights into property disputes and information regarding 

past and present owners. 

¶ Survey Maps--These records provide the scientific description and the global location of the property.  These maps often in-

clude property dimensions and boundary lines. 

¶ Greene County Cemetery Records--These records provide inscriptions, grave location, date of birth and death, and often clues 

to the story of an individual, their family, their community, and their culture.   

¶ Greene County Atlas--Atlases for 1855, 1874, and 1896 illustrate the structures that were present on the property during that 

year. By viewing these maps, you can gain an idea of the approximate date of the structure. 

 

 

 



Greene County Room, Xenia Community Library 

¶ Greene County Family Files--These files include newspaper articles and genealogical information regarding local individuals 

and families. 

¶ Ohio Historic Inventory--These surveys date from the late 1970s and are arranged alphabetically by township, road, and then by 

the current house number.  These inventories provide a brief description of the property, its background, its architecture, and its 

historical significance.  Over 90,000 historic properties have been recorded since 1974. 

¶ Census Records--Census records after 1850 include the names of people living within the household.  Additionally, these records 

include information regarding where occupants were born, their race, sex, age, and marital status.  Later records may include in-

formation regarding their educational background and their occupation. 

¶ Obituary Collection--This is a collection of obituaries for Greene County residents.  

¶ Sanborn Insurance Maps--Sanborn fire maps were used for insurance assessment purposes throughout the country between 

1867 and 1970. These maps illustrate building outlines and often indicate the names of businesses within the business districts.  

¶ Newspapers--Newspapers can provide a wealth of information regarding your home and its former occupants through articles, 

obituaries, and other published announcements.  Keep in mind that most newspaper collections are not indexed which means that 

you will have to spend some time in front of a microfilm reader searching for related articles. 

¶ City Directories--These provide information regarding a homeôs occupants rather than its owners. Keep in mind that street names 

and house numbers may have changed over the years. 

¶ Greene County Atlases--Atlases for 1855, 1874, and 1896 illustrate any structures that may have been present on the property 

during that year. By viewing these maps, you can gain an idea of the approximate age of the structure. 

¶ Deed Records--The Greene County Room has some microfiche copies of deed records that are available to the public. 

¶ Deed Indexes--The Greene County Room has some microfilm copies of deed indexes that are available to the public. 

 

 

 



5. Additional Resources 

 
Manuscript, memoirs, and photograph collections--These records can often be found at local university archives, as well as at local 

historical societies, and can provide information about the house and its occupants.  

Church records--Churches often keep records regarding births, deaths, baptisms and marriages which can provide additional infor-

mation regarding former occupants of your home. 

Ohio Preservation Office http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/portal/historicpreservation-p.shtml 
National Register of Historic Places http://www.cr.nps.gov/NR/ 

Ohio Historical Society http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org  

 

6. Books 

Blumenson, John J.G. Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial Guide to Styles and Terms, 1600-1945.  Nashville, TN: 

American Association for State and Local History, 1977. 

 

Hatcher, Patricia Law, Locating Your Roots: Discover Your Ancestors Using Land Records. Patricia Law Hatcher. Cincinnati, 

OH: Betterway Books, 2003.  

 

Howe, Barbara J., Fleming, Dolores A., Kemp, Emory L., and Overbeck, Ruth Ann.  Houses and Homes: Exploring Their Histo-

ry. Lanham, MD:AltaMira Press, 1987. 

 

McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004. 

 

Poppeliers, John, and S. Allen Chambert, Jr., What Style Is It? A Guide to American Architecture, Hoboken, New Jersey: John 

Wiley and Son, Inc., 2003. 
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7. Specific contact information for Greene County Offices 

 

Greene County Auditor 

69 Greene Street, Xenia 

Phone: (937) 562-5064 
http://www.co.greene.oh.us  

 

Greene County Recorder 

69 Greene Street, Xenia 

Phone: (937) 562-5270 
http://www.co.greene.oh.us  

 

Greene County GIS 

69 Greene Street, Xenia 

Phone: (937) 562-5065 
http://www.co.greene.oh.us  

 

 

Greene County Records Center and Archives 

535 Ledbetter Road, Xenia 

Phone: (937) 562-6487 
http://www.co.greene.oh.us  

 

Greene County Engineer 

615 Dayton-Xenia Rd., Xenia 

Phone: (937) 562-7500 
http://www.co.greene.oh.us  

http://www.co.greene.oh.us
http://www.co.greeene.oh.us
http://www.co.greene.oh.us
http://www.co.greeene.oh.us
http://www.co.greeene.oh.us
http://www.co.greeene.oh.us


 

Greene County Combined Health District 

Vital Statistics Office 

360 Wilson Dr., Xenia 

Phone: (937) 374-5639 

http://www.gcchd.org/vital%20statistics.htm 

 

Greene County Room 

Xenia Community Library 

76 East Market Street, Xenia 

Phone: (937) 352-4000, extension 1221 

http://www.greenecountyroom.info 

 

 

 

http://www.gcchd.org/vital%20statistics.htm
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